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so that, next to the government of the Bay, Con-
necticut might be the greatest in New England.
The court took under its protection the towns of
Stamford and Greenwich, and on the ground that
the whole territory westward was within its juris-
diction warned the Dutch governor not to meddle.
It accepted the petition of Southold on Long
Island and of certain residents of Guilford, both
of the New Haven federation, for annexation, and,
sending a force to Long Island to demand the
surrender of the western towns there, it seized
Captain John Scott, who was planning to estab-
lish a separate government over them, and brought
him to Hartford for trial. It informed the towns
of Mystic and Pawcatuck, lying in the disputed
land between Connecticut and Rhode Island,
that they were in the Connecticut colony and must
henceforth conduct their aifairs according to its
laws. The relations with Rhode Island were to
be a matter of later adjustment, and no immedi-
ate trouble followed; but Stuyvesant, the Dutch
Governor, protested angrily against Connecticut's
claim to Dutch territory and brought the matter
to the attention of the commissioners of the United
Colonies. On one pretext or another, the latter
delayed action; and the matter was not settled